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COMMITTEE REPORTS AND MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS — CONSIDERATION 

Committee 

The Chairman of Committees (Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm) in the chair. 

Standing Committee on Legislation — Fourteenth Report —  
“Inquiry into the Jurisdiction and Operation of the State Administrative Tribunal” — Motion 

Resumed from 21 April on the following motion moved by Hon Ken Baston — 

That the report be noted. 

Consideration of report adjourned, on motion by Hon Sue Ellery. 

Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations — Twenty-second Report —  
“Budget Estimates 2008/09” 

Resumed from 13 August 2009. 

Consideration of report lapsed.  

Quarterly Financial Results Report — Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

Resumed from 12 March 2009. 

Consideration of statement lapsed. 

Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations — Twenty-third Report — 
 “Annual Hearings in Relation to the Budget Estimates 2009/10” 

Resumed from 8 September 2009. 

Hon GIZ WATSON: I actually wanted to speak to the one before but I was obviously about 10 seconds too late.  

The CHAIRMAN: Sorry; you need to be a bit quicker off the mark. 

Hon GIZ WATSON: Has that item been adjourned?  

The CHAIRMAN: No; it is gone—kaput. 

Hon GIZ WATSON: Mr Chairman, I do not even have a copy of the report in front of me. I do not know 
whether I can get one. I probably do not have a lot to say about it. I will make a brief comment. I have reports 24 
and 25 in front of me but not 23.  

The CHAIRMAN: Honourable member, you will need of course, prior to starting, to move that the report be 
noted.  

Motion 

Hon GIZ WATSON: I will do that right now. I move — 

That the report be noted.  

The twenty-third report of the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations related to the annual 
budget estimates of 2009–10. It is a fairly standard report from our standing committee. We obviously now have 
carriage of the annual estimates hearings as a matter of course. It is worth noting that the committee made the 
following comments — 

4.3 The Committee was pleased with the conduct of the hearings, the level of attendance at the 
hearings and Member participation. A good cross-section of questions were asked by both 
Government and non-government Members and a large number of issues were canvassed in 
the course of the proceedings. 

4.4 The Committee was not satisfied with the quality of the answers to questions on notice 
provided by a Ministry … 

The committee has followed that up with that particular ministry. Otherwise, members felt that the conduct and 
productivity of the 2009–10 annual hearings was useful to the house. The committee’s final comment was — 

4.5 The Committee is committed to continually reviewing and refining its processes to ensure that 
an effective and worthwhile estimates process is conducted.  
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No doubt members will be aware we are about to have this year’s annual estimates hearings. It is probably an 
opportune time to remind members that if there are departments that are required to attend those hearings, they 
should let us know by the end of the week.  

Hon Simon O’Brien: Does the member want to know any agencies we do not prefer? I have a short list!  

Hon GIZ WATSON: We are open to any input. Would the minister like to put that on the record now or just 
send us a letter?  

With those comments, I commend the motion that the report be noted.  

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH: I welcome the opportunity to make some comments in relation to the twenty-
third report of the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations. In doing so, I congratulate 
Hon Giz Watson for her excellent stewardship of the committee. She provides very good leadership. She has 
certainly established a framework that I think will see us well into the future in the way that we deal with the 
budget through the estimates process.  

There is no doubt that we have moved to a model that is much more adaptable. We shifted from having three 
designated days confined simply to the examination of the budget papers and then bringing in a number of 
agencies for an hour or two at a time—which had been a longstanding way of dealing with estimates 
historically—to a model that is much more adaptable. We now have a day to deal with the budget papers and we 
have the ongoing committee hearings. We have a combination of ongoing hearings and the annual hearings. I 
think we get a much better result from a combination of the two. There is no doubt in my mind that in terms of 
some agencies there really is a need to drill down into a range of issues to do with the appropriation of public 
moneys.  

Committee interrupted, pursuant to temporary orders. 

[Continued on page 2859.]  

Sitting suspended from 4.15 to 4.30 pm 
 


